NAME: ______________________________________
Chapter 2.2 – Farming the Plains
Read “The Beginnings of Settlement” on p80, then answer the following questions.
	1. Describe some of the natural and geographic hardships faced by settlers to the Great Plains.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How did settlers to the Great Plains deal with the lack of timber and water?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Describe how railroad companies encouraged settlers to move to the Great Plains.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Describe how the United States Government encouraged settlers to move to the Great Plains.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Read ”Farmers Fall on Hard Times” on p 82, and then answer the complete the table of causes and effects.
	Cause
	Effect on Farmers

	A Severe Drought Hits 
	



	Increase in Production Worldwide
	



	Farmers Require Loans to Operate
	





Read ”Closing the Frontier” on p 82, and then answer the following closure questions.
	1. The last major territory opened to settlement became which US State?
___________________________________________________________________________________
2. The book describes this final land rush as “the closing of the frontier.” What do you think the author means by the word frontier?
___________________________________________________________________________________
3. How did technology improve the life of farmers by the end of the 19th century?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
4. In this section, the author discusses how life for farmers improved by 1900. What specific information in the previous section might raise doubts of the accuracy of this argument?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________



Define the following Key Terms from the Chapter
	Homestead
	





	Dry Farming
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